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How many people were there in 
my family eight years ago?
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What is the missing number?



garden towerparking lot bridge

4
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bridge

bride

park lot

parking lot

garden

golden

towel

tower
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There wasn’t a parking lot ten years 
ago, but there is a parking lot now.

Was there a bridge five years ago? 

Yes, there was.
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Simple Past: There wasn’t/ weren’t…

Singular Plural

There was a parking 
lot ten years ago.

There were five 
trees two years ago.

Note : wasn’t = was not; weren’t = were not.

There wasn’t a parking 
lot ten years ago.

There weren’t five 
trees two years ago.
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Simple Past: Was there/ Were there…?

singular

two shops two years ago

Were there two shops two years ago

.

?

wereThere(fact)

(question)

Yes, there were.

No, there weren’t.

plural

a bridge five years ago

Was there a bridge five years ago

.

?

wasThere(fact)

(question)
Yes, there was.

No, there wasn’t.
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was were wasn’t weren’t

1. There ________ a tower twenty years ago.

3. There ________ two bridges six years ago.

2. There ________ five cats two months ago.

4. There ________ a garden ten years ago.



1

2

3

4

10

1. There was a book on the table.

2. There were three cars yesterday.

3. There was a parking lot three years ago.

4. There were one hundred sheep five 

months ago.

There was a tower fifty years ago. Wa s t he r e  a  t owe r  f if t y ye a r s  a go?
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1. There wasn’t a parking lot two years ago, but there is a parking lot now.

2. There _______ two gardens two years ago, but there are two gardens now.

3. ____________ a tower two years ago,  but __________ six towers now.

4. _____________a bridge two years ago, but ___________________ now.

5. ___________ train stations ________, __________________________.

2 years ago

now

parking lot garden tower bridge train station

0 1 0 0 1

1 2 6 1 2



There was n’t / weren’t…, 

but there is … now.

Was  / Were there…?  Yes / No, …

now two years ago



Today, we learned :
1. New Vocabulary

T here wasn’t a parking lot ten years  ago.

T here weren’t three towers  five years  ago.

2. There wasn’t…/ There weren’t…

parking lot, garden, tower, bridge

3. Was there…/ Were there…?

Was there a parking lot ten years  ago?

Were there three towers  five years  ago?
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